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Appointment of Todd Stern as White
House Staff Secretary and Philip
Caplan as White House Deputy Staff
Secretary
June 30, 1995

The President today named White House
Deputy Staff Secretary Todd Stern to be As-
sistant to the President and Staff Secretary.

Mr. Stern will be replaced as Deputy Staff
Secretary by Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent Philip Caplan, of the White House Cab-
inet Affairs office.

‘‘Todd Stern has done an outstanding job
managing my substantial information flow
and providing important counsel. I am con-
fident he will continue to serve with distinc-
tion as Staff Secretary. Both Todd and Phil
Caplan are valued members of this adminis-
tration, and I expect they will continue to
make important contributions in their new
roles,’’ the President said.

NOTE: Biographies of the appointees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
July 1, 1995

Good morning. On this Fourth of July
weekend, I want to talk about one thing that
is at the root of all of our independence:
going to work. It makes you self-sufficient.
It makes you and your family truly independ-
ent.

Unfortunately, millions of Americans are
not independent because they are dependent
on welfare. The vast majority of these Ameri-
cans dream the same dreams most of us do.
They want the same dignity that comes from
going to work and the pride that comes from
doing right by their children. They want to
be independent.

The Congress and I are now working hard
on welfare reform to give them that kind of
independence. I look forward to Congress
passing and my signing into law a bipartisan
bill that stands a real chance of ending wel-
fare as we know it.

Though there are very different ap-
proaches in the bills now before Congress,

we have agreed on much of what we need
to do. We agree there must be time limits
on welfare after which all who can, must
work. And I’m pleased that Congress has now
agreed with me that we must enforce child
support with the toughest possible laws.

But if we’re going to end welfare, we must
do more about a crucial element that is miss-
ing from the current approach of many in
Congress. Instead of providing the child care
people need to get off welfare, some in Con-
gress actually are trying to cut child care.

So today I say to Congress, child care must
be the central element of our effort to put
welfare mothers to work. The bold plan that
I support, which has been proposed by Sen-
ators Daschle, Breaux, and Mikulski, pro-
vides that kind of child care. Our bill presents
a genuine opportunity for bipartisan agree-
ment, and I hope we take advantage of it
soon. After all, we should want the same
thing for people on welfare we want for all
Americans, the chance to build strong fami-
lies and to make the most of their own lives.

The very name of the welfare program says
it all: Aid to Families With Dependent Chil-
dren. Children by nature are dependent. The
point of welfare reform must not be to pun-
ish children but to help their families become
independent. To be independent with de-
pendent children, a person must be able to
succeed both as a worker and a parent. That’s
what most Americans have to do these days.
That’s a big reason I worked so hard back
in 1993 to cut taxes for working families with
children whose incomes were under $28,000,
and now they’re about $1,000 lower than
they used to be.

And that’s why I’m working hard to in-
clude in my middle class bill of rights a tax
credit of $500 per child for all the children
under 13 in middle class families. And that’s
why it is pure fantasy to believe we can put
a welfare mother to work unless we provide
child care for her children. We don’t need
more latchkey kids. We certainly don’t need
more neglected children. And we don’t want
more welfare mothers staying at home, living
on welfare, just because they can’t find child
care.

We do want people to be good workers
and good parents. And if we want parents
on welfare to go to work, we have to make
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